Fraserburgh &
Peterhead to Aberdeen
Strategic Transport
Study
The purpose of this event is to seek your views on proposed
options for improving strategic transport connectivity between
Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen.
The options being presented have been developed in consultation
with a wide range of stakeholders. We would like to hear your
views, so we can take these into account before any decision is
made.

Study Purpose
To identify and examine the options for improving strategic
transport connections between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and
Aberdeen including incorporating the Energetica Corridor.
Time Horizon
The study looks to 2035.

Study Area
The study area extends from central Aberdeen to Fraserburgh.

The study assumes the following future development and transport schemes in the area are in place.

Future Development
Aberdeenshire and
Aberdeen City Local
Development Plans
(to 2030)

Over 100ha
employment/mixed
use land

Future Transport Schemes

Energetica

Regeneration

Flagship project of
Aberdeen City and
Shire Economic
Future (ACSEF)

Fraserburgh,
Peterhead and the
coastal region
between identified
as a regeneration
priority in Strategic
Development Plan

World class
development
corridor to establish
global hub for
energy sector

Covers 30 mile
stretch from Bridge
of Don in
Aberdeen, north to
Peterhead and west
to Aberdeen
Airport

Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance
The study follows the Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance
(STAG) and covers the Pre-Appraisal and Part 1 Appraisal stages of
STAG.

STAG Process

The current phase of work will identify options, or combinations
of options, for more detailed appraisal work.
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A wide ranging stakeholder engagement programme was undertaken between March and June 2015.
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Key Identified Problems

Problem 1
Traffic speeds significantly
below posted
speed limits, and
unreliable and
unpredictable journey
times on strategic road
links, namely the A90(T)
and A952

Problem 2

Problem 3

Road safety risk on the
A90(T) and A952

Limited travel mode choice

Problem 1
Traffic speeds significantly below posted speed limits, and unreliable and unpredictable journey times on the A90(T) and A952

Key Problems

Key Impacts

Key Opportunities

• Average speeds on the routes 10-15mph
slower than the posted speed limits

• High concentration of employment in
the area in the primary industries
(energy, fishing etc.) with heavy reliance
on road network for the movement of
freight. Economic cost to business of
road delay including stock depreciation,
and requirement to build ‘slack time’
into both staff and goods movements

• Attract new business to the area and in
particular support the Energetica
Corridor and regeneration aspirations for
both housing and commercial
development

• Heavy presence of slow moving
agricultural and freight traffic causes
platooning and driver frustration
• Ellon to Toll of Birness A90(T)
carriageway at upper limit in terms of
capacity
• Unpredictable nature of delay on same
day in different weeks due to business
operations
• Predicted future traffic growth due to
Local Development Plan aspirations
expected to increase traffic on the
routes
• Overall future (2033) journey times
between Fraserburgh, Peterhead, and
Aberdeen are predicted to decrease.
This is due to a reduction in journey time
south of Ellon (due to the Balmedie and
Tipperty dualling). Journey times north
of Ellon are predicted to increase by
over 2 minutes between Fraserburgh
and the Toll of Birness, and between
Peterhead and the Toll of Birness

• Reduced investment interest in the area
due to poor perceived transport
connectivity
• Reduced accessibility to employment
opportunities due to the time required
for commuting
• Reduced accessibility to the labour
market for local businesses
• Reduced reliability of bus services

• Retain local business and employment
opportunities by providing transport
links to support business needs
• Increase employment opportunities
further afield
• Support the development plans of
Fraserburgh Harbour and Peterhead Port
• Improve public transport service
reliability
• Increase the accessibility of the region's
main retail and health facilities in
Aberdeen

Problem 2
Road safety risk on the A90(T) and A952

Key Problems
• Accident data highlights the entire
A90(T) route between Aberdeen and
Fraserburgh as having a higher
proportion of serious accidents than
would be expected of a road of its type
• Higher proportion of fatal accidents on
the A90(T) when compared to roads of
similar type: to the south of
Fraserburgh; to the south of Peterhead;
and between Blackdog and the Bridge of
Don

• Higher proportion of fatal accidents
when compared to roads of similar type
on the southern section of the A952
between Mintlaw and the Toll of Birness

Key Impacts
• Social cost of accidents:
• The human cost of casualties,
including the burden of injury,
physiological impacts as well as the
intrinsic loss of future enjoyment of
life in the case of fatalities
• Economic cost of accidents:
• Loss of output due to injury
• Ambulance costs and costs of
hospital treatment
• Damage to vehicles and property
• Police and insurance administration
cost
• The delay accidents cause means any
incident can lead to significant journey
time implications with economic
impacts to business and individuals

Key Opportunities
• Reduce the social cost to society of
accidents
• Reduce the economic cost to society of
accidents

Problem 3
Limited Travel Mode Choice

Key Problems

Key Impacts

• With the only access to the railway
network being at the stations of Dyce
and Aberdeen, both at the south of the
study area, public transport travel choice
for those without a car is limited to bus
services

• Reduced accessibility to employment,
regional services including health
services and higher education, especially
for those who rely on public transport

• Buchan Link bus services operate
between Fraserburgh, Peterhead, Ellon
and Aberdeen, with a travel time of
90min between Fraserburgh and
Aberdeen, and 75min between
Peterhead and Aberdeen, equating to
average travel speeds of around or less
than 30mph which is not competitive
with the car
• All bus services on the Buchan Link
routes, and most other services which
‘hub’ in Aberdeen, are radial in nature,
routeing into the centre of Aberdeen,
with a lack of services providing direct
links to desired destinations
• Limited ‘express’ bus services

Key Opportunities
• Increase travel choice for all

• Increase accessibility to employment
opportunities
• Reduce inequality and feelings of
peripherality
• Widen the skills base for business

• Efficient integration between travel
modes, ensuring an emphasis on
sustainable travel options with the
potential to encourage mode shift away
from the car with both health and
environmental benefits
• Support the Aberdeen City Centre
Masterplan

Transport Planning Objectives
The Transport Planning Objectives set for the study reflect the identified problems and key opportunities
and support the range of relevant national, regional and local policy directives, plans and strategies.
Problem 1
Traffic speeds significantly below posted
speed limits, and unreliable and unpredictable
journey times on strategic road links, namely the
A90(T) and A952

Transport Planning Objective 1
Reduce journey times between North-East
communities and the Aberdeen conurbation

Problem 2

Problem 3

Road safety risk on the A90(T) and A952

Limited travel mode choice

Transport Planning Objective 3
Reduce accidents on the A90(T) and A952

Transport Planning Objective 4
Increase strategic travel choice between NorthEast communities and the Aberdeen conurbation

Transport Planning Objective 2

Transport Planning Objective 5

Increase journey time reliability and
predictability between North-East communities
and the Aberdeen conurbation

Increase direct public transport connectivity
between North-East communities and the main
trips attractors within the Aberdeen conurbation
Transport Planning Objective 6

Increase mode share for non car based modes
between North-East communities and the
Aberdeen conurbation

Option Generation and Sifting
Nearly 130 options were generated during the engagement process, which were consolidated into seven
options for appraisal.
Engagement

Option Generation
(Nearly 130 options suggested)

Study Team

Category A:
Options within study remit

Category B:
Options considered to be
‘Complementary Measures’

Category C:
Options considered to be outwith study
remit

70 options

43 options

Option Consolidation

Option Consolidation

(Placing similar options together)

(Placing similar options together)

24 options

25
options

15 options

Option Sifting
(High level option sifting through study team
discussion)

7 options
Set of Complementary Measures
Recommended for Part 1 Appraisal

(with active travel complementary measures to be
implemented alongside each recommended option)

Not progressed

Complementary Measures
A package of high quality active travel measures to integrate with other modes of transport is assumed
to form part of the complementary measures subset, where appropriate, for all seven options. These
measures include:
 Improving cycle links into Aberdeen from communities within commuting distance
 Providing cycle route from Foveran to Dyce
 Providing on-road cycle routes along B-class roads ensuring appropriate interaction with junctions
 Developing off-road cycle paths to Dyce Industrial Estates
 Surfacing sections of the Formartine & Buchan Way to encourage commuter travel
 Providing cycle routes and safe crossing locations to link into Park & Ride sites and cycle racks at
sites
 Providing cycle and walking routes to link into Fraserburgh, Peterhead & Ellon bus terminuses
 Improving integration between public transport and cycling e.g. bikes on buses/trains
 Sustrans i-bike officer to further encourage cycling to schools

Options for Appraisal: Road
Option
Number

Option Description

1

Phased road dualling north of Ellon, with junction
improvements, including consideration of:
• A90(T) Ellon to Toll of Birness
• A90(T) Toll of Birness to Peterhead
• A952 and A90(T) Toll of Birness to Fraserburgh

2

Overtaking lanes and junction improvements, including
consideration of:

• A90(T) from Ellon to Peterhead
• A952 and A90(T) Toll of Birness to Fraserburgh

3

Safety improvements on:
• A90(T) from Ellon to Peterhead
• A952 and A90(T) Toll of Birness to Fraserburgh
For appraisal purposes the option assumes safety
improvements include: improvements to the Toll of
Birness junction, provision for right hand turners
throughout the length of the routes, targeted accident
reduction measures on the A90(T) south of
Fraserburgh and south of Peterhead and minor safety
improvement measures such as improved signage,
road markings, barriers etc.

Options for Appraisal: Bus
Option
Number

Option Description

4

Bus service improvements including consideration of:
• New direct bus linkages between the study area and
key employment, health and social facilities in the
Aberdeen conurbation
• Increased express services between the study area
and key employment, health and social facilities in the
Aberdeen conurbation

5

Bus service improvements (as Option 4) accompanied
by priority infrastructure and Park and Ride
improvements considering:
• New sections of dedicated bus lanes
• Extending operating hours for bus priority lanes
• Development of a Park & Ride Strategy for the study
corridor
For appraisal purposes the options assumes:
development of Park & Ride sites at the Toll of Birness,
Peterhead and Fraserburgh; expansion of existing Park
& Ride sites at Ellon and Bridge of Don; dedicated
southbound bus lane along the A90(T) from Ellon to
connect to existing provision north of the A90(T)/A956
roundabout

Options for Appraisal: Rail
Option
Number

Option Description

6

Phased reinstatement on existing railway alignments,
via Dyce, including examining options for light rail or
tram from:
• Dyce to Ellon
• Ellon to Maud/Peterhead
• Maud to Fraserburgh

7

Phased implementation of a new railway alignment, via
the Bridge of Don, including examining options for light
rail or tram from:
• Aberdeen to Ellon
• Ellon to Peterhead
• Ellon to Fraserburgh
• Peterhead to Fraserburgh
For appraisal purposes the option assumes a
tram/railway line alignment adjacent to the existing
A90(T) road alignment (diverting through towns and
villages as appropriate)

Option Appraisal Criteria
Options are appraised against the study Transport Planning Objectives and STAG and deliverability criteria.
Transport Planning Objectives

STAG Criteria

Transport Planning Objective 1
Reduce journey times between North-East communities and the
Aberdeen conurbation

Feasibility
Environment

Transport Planning Objective 2
Increase journey time reliability and predictability between
North-East communities and the Aberdeen conurbation

Safety

Transport Planning Objective 5
Increase direct public transport connectivity between North-East
communities and the main trips attractors within the Aberdeen
conurbation

Transport Planning Objective 6
Increase mode share for non car based modes between NorthEast communities and the Aberdeen conurbation

The scale of the financing burden on the promoting
authority/funding organisations and the associated risks

Public Acceptability
Economy

Transport Planning Objective 4
Increase journey time reliability and predictability between
North-East communities and the Aberdeen conurbation

A preliminary assessment of the feasibility of construction or
implementation and operation

Affordability

Transport Planning Objective 3
Reduce accidents on the A90(T) and A952

Deliverability

Integration
(Transport, Land-use, Policy)

Accessibility & Social Inclusion

The likely public response of the public to option implementation

Option 1: Phased road dualling north of Ellon on A90(T) and A952 and junction improvements

Advantages
• Reduced journey times between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen through the provision of additional road
capacity
• Reduced driver frustration and the likelihood of accidents through providing continuous overtaking opportunity
• Support for existing businesses and create a more attractive inward investment location
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities through reduce commuting time
• Greater journey time reliability to all road users, including bus services

Disadvantages
• The routes could attract additional road traffic
• Increased noise and traffic emissions close to the A90(T) and A952
• No opportunity for improved integration with other transport modes
• Land take required to widen carriageway and adverse impacts on natural and cultural heritage
• High financial cost

Option 2: Overtaking lanes and junction improvements on A90(T) and A952

Advantages
• Reduced journey times between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen through the provision of additional road
capacity, although journey time reductions will not be as great as in Option 1
• Reduced driver frustration and reduced likelihood of accidents through the provision of overtaking opportunity
• Support for existing businesses and create a more attractive inward investment location
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities through reduce commuting time
• Greater greater journey time reliability to all road users, including bus services

Disadvantages
• Increased noise and traffic emissions close to the A90(T) and A952 although not as great as for the full dualling as
proposed in Option 1
• Land take required to widen carriageway at chosen locations and adverse impacts on natural and cultural heritage
• No opportunity for improved integration with other transport modes
• High financial cost, although not as high as Option 1

Option 3: Safety improvements on A90(T) and A952

Advantages
• Significant reduction in accidents on the A90(T) and A952 would be expected
• Reduced social cost of accidents
• Reduced economic impact to business of accidents delays on the road network
• Limited environmental impact
• Low financial cost and relative to other options, this option is more affordable

Disadvantages
• Unlikely to bring daily journey time benefits
• Limited impact on connectivity between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen
• No opportunity for improved integration with other transport modes

Option 4: Bus service improvements including increased direct and express services

Advantages
• Reduced journey times for public transport users
• Reduced need for public transport interchange in Aberdeen City centre
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities and regional healthcare and social facilities, particularly for
those without access, or with limited access, to a car
• Potential shift from car to bus use with environmental benefits of reduced emissions
• Opportunity for improved integration with walking and cycling

Disadvantages
• Increased accessibility to employment further afield may result in a strain on the local labour market
• Requires commercial support from bus operators and suitable demand from the public to ensure on-going service
provision

Option 5: Bus service improvements (as Option 4) accompanied by priority infrastructure and Park and Ride

Advantages
• Reduced journey times for public transport users, with journey times improved on those in Option 4
• Reduced need for public transport interchange in Aberdeen City centre
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities and regional healthcare and social facilities, particularly for
those without access, or with limited access, to a car
• Potential shift from car to bus use with environmental benefits
• Opportunity for improved integration with walking and cycling

Disadvantages
• Potential journey time delay to non public transport road users if road space reallocated for bus lane extensions
• Limited impact on connectivity between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen
• Increased accessibility may result in a strain on the labour market
• Requires commercial support from bus operators and suitable demand from the public to ensure on-going service
provision

Option 6: Phased reinstatement on existing railway alignments, via Dyce, including examining options for light rail or tram

Advantages
• Increased travel choice between Fraserburgh, Peterhead, Ellon (and other towns/villages) and Aberdeen
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities and regional healthcare and social facilities, particularly for
those without access, or with limited access to a car including direct linkage to key employment centre at Dyce
• Potential shift from car to rail/tram use with environmental benefits
• Opportunity for improved integration with walking and cycling
• Improved image that the region is connected which may encourage inward investment

Disadvantages
• Indirect routing on the existing Formartine & Buchan Way alignment could reduce use by those in Peterhead
• The route on the existing alignment would not service key conurbations immediately north of Aberdeen where
future development is planned (Blackdog, Balmedie etc.)
• Loss of Formartine & Buchan Way as strategic cycle and walking route and wildlife corridor
• Rail capacity issues on the line between Dyce and Aberdeen
• Potential negative impact on commercial viability of current bus services and withdrawal of services
• High financial undertaking

Option 7: Phased implementation of new railway alignments, via Bridge of Don, including examining options for light rail or tram

Advantages
• Increased travel choice between Fraserburgh, Peterhead, Ellon (and other towns/villages) and Aberdeen
• Increased accessibility to employment opportunities and regional healthcare and social facilities, particularly for
those without access, or with limited access, to a car
• Direct linkage to Aberdeen potentially increasing demand for the service and enabling competitive journey time
• Direct rail/tram route would serve key conurbations immediately north of Aberdeen where future development in
planned (Blackdog, Balmedie etc.)
• Potential shift from car to rail/tram use with environmental benefits
• Opportunity for improved integration with walking and cycling
• Improved image that the region is connected which may encourage inward investment

Disadvantages
• Potential negative impact on commercial viability of current bus services and withdrawal of services
• Land take required for new rail/tram alignment and adverse impacts on natural and cultural heritage
• High financial undertaking

Next Steps
Your feedback today will be used to inform
the option appraisal.
The initial appraisal will identify those
options that are worthy of further
development and appraisal, and those
which should be set aside.
It is possible that individual options may be
mixed and matched to ensure that the most
beneficial, feasible and affordable solutions
are identified.
A report detailing the outcomes of this
initial appraisal and recommendations on
which options to take forward for more
detailed appraisal will be available in early
2016.

Tell us what you think
Please fill out a feedback questionnaire
available on your way out
Or
Complete the questionnaire online at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fptastsc
omments
Or
Email us directly at:
fptastscomments@peterbrett.com
For further details about the study, to view
copies of all reports to date, and to keep up
to date on progress please follow this link:
http://www.nestrans.org.uk/fraserburghand-peterhead-to-aberdeen-strategictransport-study.html

