The ambition is to deliver an integrated Mass Transit ‘step-change’ solution to support
positive social, environmental and economic performance of the City and Region.
The ambition to introduce an ART service over the next 5-10 years seeks to deliver the following:
•
•
•
•

A competitive, affordable and efficient mode of
public transport; offering an alternative to private
vehicle travel
Improved travel times for all public transport users
and support growth across all economic sectors
A sustainable and long term approach to tackling
local issues of congestion, air quality and energy
consumption
A solution that supports new priorities and
requirements for an effective Post Covid-19 recovery

•
•
•

User focussed streets and vibrant public spaces;
with placemaking improvements to support healthy
and active lifestyles
A high quality, contemporary and effective means of
connectivity across the City and Region
An integrated solution, creating seamless
connections with other public transport, cycling and
walking networks.

The ART will deliver a multitude of benefits, seeking to
improve the quality of life for all communities and users:
Improve local, regional and global
connections through integrated
packages of interventions

Shorter travel times due to junction
priority, dedicated lanes, short stopping
times and pre-boarding ticketing

To put people first, by reducing
private vehicle usage, re-prioritising
streetscapes and enhancing public
spaces

A step closer to net-zero carbon, by
making low-emission public transport the
travel mode of choice

Reliable journey times, affordable
and accessible to all with smart and
integrated ticketing

Support long term growth - embedding
flexibility in design and operation

Reduce traffic congestion and air
pollution in the City Centre, enabling
an improved quality of life

Enable fast, efficient and safe
movement between key destinations

Create a strong brand and identity for
the ART, to strengthen the region as
a destination
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The ART proposal is a key component to supporting long term sustainable
growth, but will also prove fundamental to addressing local priorities and
challenges experienced across the City Region:
Climate Positive City & Region

First Choice for Travel

/////////////////////////

/////////////////////////

The National target is to become Net Zero
by 2045. Transport emissions account for
over a third of greenhouse gas emissions.
The ART will adopt innovative low
emission vehicles, utilising renewable
energy sources where required.

Nestrans has identified a target to achieve
50:50 mode split between cars and sustainable
transport modes. The ART will introduce an
affordable and integrated ticketing system
to encourage mode shift and compete with
private car usage, benefitting residents of both
Aberdeen City and Shire.

Healthy & Active Lifestyles

A Vibrant City Centre

/////////////////////////

/////////////////////////

The number of people choosing to
walk and cycle across the north east is
increasing. Integrating the ART with key
cycle and pedestrian routes can reduce
car travel, traffic accidents and improve
health and wellbeing.

Road traffic is the biggest cause of air
pollution in Aberdeen. Introducing the ART
could further reduce the need for private
vehicles in the City; creating a cleaner,
healthier environment and enable the
redesign of vibrant and safe streets and
public spaces.

Regional Connectivity & Growth

Equal Access in Inclusive Design

/////////////////////////

/////////////////////////

The travel time across 12 selected public
transport journeys has increased by 9%
since 2008 whilst the equivalent car
journeys have decreased by 34%. The
ART will provide faster and reliable
public transport travel times along
priority routes between key regional
locations and transport hubs; to enhance
connectivity, and support regional
growth.

The dispersed nature of communities
throughout the region means that car
ownership and usage remains high.
As part of an integrated strategy, ART
will need to support connectivity with
other forms of transport, meet specific
accessibility needs and recognise that
not all users benefit from access to the
internet and smart technologies.

The future ART corridors will connect key destinations across
Aberdeen and the wider region via efficient priority routes,
supported by integrated multi modal interchanges with the
entire public transport network.
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The ART will be delivered as part of an aspirational package of integrated strategic
projects identified as part of the Regional Transport Strategy to reduce carbon
emissions, improve health, safety and wellbeing, promote equality and deliver
inclusive economic growth across the north east. Assessing the options and
refining the detail for the vision will be carried out in a series of comprehensive
studies and workstreams:

This ambitious ART vision will be developed over the coming months with maximum
opportunities for consultation and engagement. To stay in touch and share your
comments, please use the following contact details:
Visit the Nestrans website for the latest updates:

www.nestrans.org.uk

For enquiries, please contact us at:

nestransinfo@nestrans.org.uk

Bus Partnership
Fund Submission
Commercial Arrangements

Detailed Design

Business Case
Development

Options Appraisal
...Ongoing consultation, research and engagement...

ART
Vision

Begin City Centre
Bus Priority
Begin Bus Priority and Infrastructure
Measures on Radial Corridors
Aberdeen Rapid
Transit System
Begins Operating
on Key Corridors
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