
 
 

 
 

Minute of Meeting of the North East Scotland Transport Partnership Board 
 

Aberdeen, Wednesday, 10 November 2021 
 
Present:  Councillor Sandra Macdonald (Chairperson); Councillor Peter 

Argyle and Dr Margaret Bochel (Vice Chairs); Councillor David 
Aitchison, Councillor Philip Bell, Councillor George Carr, Councillor 
John Cox and Councillor Michael Hutchison; and Colin Allanach, 
Gerry Donald and Ian Ross. 

 
In Attendance: Rab Dickson, Jenny Anderson, Kirsty Chalmers, Paul Finch, Tricia 

Howden and Kelly Wiltshire (Nestrans); Councillor Ian Mollison, 
Martin Hall, Moira Beverley and Lucy Johnston (Aberdeenshire 
Council); Lisa Christie, Claire McArthur and Lynsey McBain 
(Aberdeen City Council). 

 
Apologies: Councillor Avril MacKenzie  
 
 
 
Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of approval, 
these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document will not be 
retrospectively altered. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
1. There were no declarations of interest intimated. 
 
 
MINUTE OF BOARD MEETING OF 15 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
2. The Board had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 15 September 
2021, for approval. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the minute as a correct record. 
 
 
PROPOSED DATES FOR BOARD MEETINGS 2022 
 
3. The Board had before it a list of proposed dates for the Board meetings in 2022. 
 
Rab Dickson advised that in terms of meeting locations, that the next meeting would be 
held remotely and a decision would be taken nearer the time for 2022, depending on 
what restrictions were in place regarding COVID-19.  Members would be advised in due 
course if the meetings were to be held remotely or at the Town House/ Woodhill House 
and electronic appointments would be sent to members following the meeting. 
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The proposed dates were as follows, all commencing at 2pm:- 
 

• Wednesday 16 February 2022;  

• Wednesday 20 April 2022;  

• Wednesday 22 June 2022;  

• Wednesday 7 September 2022;  

• Wednesday 26 October 2022; and  

• Thursday 15 December 2022. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the dates for 2022. 
 
 
2021/22 BUDGET MATTERS 
 
4. The Board had before it a report which provided an update on the Partnership’s 
2021/22 monitoring and forecast outturn position.  It also sought consideration of any 
budget or monitoring issues that may arise. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board –  
(a) note the monitoring position and forecast presented in Appendix 1; 
(b) approve the virements set out in Appendix 2.  
(c) note the updates on projects for which Nestrans received external grant funding; 

and  
(d) note the Strategic Transport Fund position. 
 
Moira Beverley gave an overview of the report. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the recommendations. 
 
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
5. The Board had before it a report which provided an update on liaison with other 
RTPs, with the Scottish Government and other organisations. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board note progress on liaison arrangements with other RTPs, the Scottish 
Government and others and arrangements for future meetings. 
 
Rab Dickson spoke in furtherance of the report and noted that a meeting had been 
organised with Patrick Harvie, MSP and other RTP chairs, which was scheduled for 29 
November 2021. 
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Mr Dickson also made reference to The Health and Transport Action Plan Steering 
Group meeting of 22 October 2021, with the minute appended to the report.   
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the recommendation. 
 
 
FINAL REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR ADOPTION 
 
6. The Board had before it the Final Regional Transport Strategy for adoption, 
which outlined the plans for publicity around adoption and the next steps for the 
workstreams that follow on from the development of the RTS. 
 
The report recommended:- 
(a) that pending feedback from the Minister for Transport, that the Board formally 

adopt and publish the Regional Transport Strategy to 2040; and 
(b) that the Board notes the next steps outlined in the report and request reports 

back to future meeting on the RTS Executive Summary SEA Post Adoption 
Statement, Delivery Plan and Monitoring and Evaluation. 

 
Kirsty Chalmers spoke in furtherance of the report and answered questions from 
members.  Ms Chalmers explained that formal approval had now been received from 
the Minister for Transport since the agenda had been published and the letter would be 
circulated to members for information.   
 
The Board resolved:- 
(i) to offer thanks to all staff, stakeholders and members of the public who had been 

involved with the Regional Transport Strategy process;  
(ii) to note that a press release would be issued in due course once the information 

was live on the website; and 
(iii) to approve the recommendations. 
 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE REPORTING 2020/21 
 
7. The Board had before it a report which updated and informed members about 
the responsibilities being placed on Nestrans as a public body in respect of their duties 
in relation to the Climate Change Act (Scotland) 2009 and Climate Change (Emissions 
Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019 and reported on the annual emissions. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board notes the report and the requirement for Nestrans to report on its 
activities and policies in respect of Climate Change Duties. 
 
Kelly Wiltshire spoke in furtherance of the report and answered questions from 
members, and also provided an overview of the report. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
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to approve the recommendation. 
 
 
WELLINGTON ROAD CORRIDOR STUDY 
 
8. The Board had before it a report which advised on the outcomes of a detailed 
option appraisal work recently completed for the A956 Wellington Road Corridor. The 
report made recommendations on the next steps for the project, for the consideration of 
Aberdeen City Council. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board -  
(a) notes the completion of the Detailed STAG Appraisal;  
(b) supports the key findings of the work, including the recommendation that the 

package of measures identified in Table 1 be further developed and assessed; 
and  

(c) provide any further comment on the outcomes of the study, for the consideration 
of Aberdeen City Council as Local Roads Authority. 

 
Paul Finch spoke in furtherance of the report and answered questions from members.   
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the recommendations. 
 
 
RAIL UPDATE 
 
9. The Board had before it a report which provided an update on a number of 
regional rail matters. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board –  
(a) notes the position on the Insch Accessibility Study;  
(b) notes the progress on the multi-modal study considering the Aberdeen to 

Laurencekirk corridor;  
(c) notes the update on Serco Caledonian Sleeper;  
(d) notes the update on the Scottish Hydrogen Train project; 
(e) notes the update on the Aberdeen to Central Belt site visit by Transport Minister; 

and  
(f) notes the update on ScotRail services. 
 
The Board heard from Paul Finch who spoke in furtherance of the update report.  It was 
noted that a response had not been received from Transport Scotland, following the 
revised Detailed Option Appraisal being sent to them on 28 August 2021 for Insch 
Railway Station Accessibility Study.  Members asked that this be raised at the future 
meeting with Patrick Harvie MSP. 
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In relation to the Laurencekirk public consultation study, it was noted that over 1000 
responses had been received and a summary of the responses would be presented at 
the December meeting for the Multi Modal Study. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
(i) to request that the Chairperson highlight to Patrick Harvie MSP, that a response 

was still to be received from Transport Scotland in relation to the Insch Railway 
Station Accessibility Study; and 

(ii) to otherwise approve the recommendations.   
 
 
PROGRESS REPORT 
 
10. The Board had before it a paper which provided details on specific progress on 
matters not otherwise covered on the Nestrans Board Agenda. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to note the progress on matters contained in the report. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS AND CONSULTATIONS 
 
11. The Board had before it a report which informed Members of recent publications 
and consultation responses. 
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board 
(a) notes the submission of a consultation response on “Implementing the Bus 

Provisions of the Transport Scotland (2019) Act”;  
(b) notes and approves for submission the draft response for Aberdeen City 

Council’s Local Transport Strategy Main Issues consultation;  
(c) notes the publication of Transport Scotland’s Cycling by Design document;  
(d) notes the stakeholder consultation on the emerging Cycling Framework and 

Delivery Plan;  
(e) notes the submission of a consultation response on ZetTrans’ Regional 

Transport Strategy Initial Consultation; and  
(f) notes the consultation exercise being conducted by Aberdeenshire Council on 

options for an Active Travel Bridge linking Banff and Macduff. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the recommendations. 
 
 
INFORMATION BULLETIN 
 
12. The Board had before it a report which provided information and updates on a 
number of matters which did not require decisions. 
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The report recommended:- 
that the information be noted. 
 
The Board heard from Rab Dickson, who made reference to (1) the Covid 19 Travel 
Behaviour and Attitude Surveys; (2) the Bus Partnership Fund update; (3) the Getabout 
programme update and winter safety; and (4) the new vaccination support centre. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
(i) to request that information on the Aberdeen City Council bike share scheme be 

submitted to the December meeting; and 
(ii) to otherwise approve the recommendation. 
 
 
CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
13. The Board had before it a list of recent and forthcoming conferences, training 
and presentations of interest to Nestrans. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to note the information provided and the content of the list. 
 
 
PENDING BUSINESS AND REPORTS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
14. The Board had before it a report which advised of progress on pending business 
and major reports scheduled for forthcoming Board meetings and also provided an 
opportunity for the Board to add to or amend the scheduling.   
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Board note the report on pending business. 
 
The Board resolved:- 
to approve the recommendation. 
- COUNCILLOR SANDRA MACDONALD, Chairperson 

 
 
 


