Sustainable Economic Growth Statement

Introduction

Section 32(1)(a) of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 provides that as
soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each financial year, each listed public
body must publish a statement of the steps it has taken during the financial year to
promote and increase sustainable growth through the exercise of its functions. Nestrans
is a listed body within the Act.

This statement is intended to fulfil the requirement of the Act in relation to Sustainable
Economic Growth. This statement should be read in conjunction with the statement on
Efficiency, Effectiveness and Economy and the financial information provided on the
Nestrans website that are also required by the Act. Further information on Nestrans’
work can also be viewed in the audited statement of accounts and Annual Report for
2024/25.

Regional Transport Strategy to 2040

Nestrans’ primary function is to produce and implement a Regional Transport Strategy.
This is a statutory document, with the requirements set out in the Transport (Scotland)
Act 2005, and associated guidance published in 2006.

The Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) to 2040 received Ministerial approval on 4
November 2021 and was formally adopted by the Nestrans Board as the statutory RTS
for the area when they met on 10 November 2021. It is considered that the RTS to
2040 fulfils all the statutory requirements and complies with the necessity of STAG
option appraisal, Strategic Environmental Assessment and Equality Impact
Assessment. The Vision within the RTS is “To provide a safer, cleaner, more inclusive,
accessible and resilient transport system in the North East, which protects the natural
and built environment and contributes to healthier, more prosperous and fairer
communities”. It was developed under four equal and overlapping pillars relating to
Equality, Climate, Prosperity and Wellbeing that align with and support the pillars of the
National Transport Strategy2 that was published in February 2020 and therefore many
of the Scottish Government’s National Outcomes.

RTS Policies and Actions

The policies and actions within the RTS to 2040 are structured under 18 headings. They
were developed to support the delivery of the strategy and meet the aims and objectives
therein. It is recognised that delivery of the strategy will require implementation and
input from a range of organisations. Nestrans has therefore continued to seek
identification of funding and a priority for the projects by partners that assist with this. A
progress report on delivery of the Regional Transport Strategy and spend to date on
projects being funded by Nestrans is prepared for each Board meeting and all Board
reports can be viewed on the Nestrans website. A summary of overall progress in the
past year by Nestrans is given below against the headings of the various policies and
actions within the RTS.


https://www.nestrans.org.uk/about-nestrans/board-meetings/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/about-nestrans/board-meetings/

Achievements in 2024/25

Increasing the Number of People Travelling Actively for Health and the Environment
(AT)

Regional Transport Partnerships were asked to administer the People and Place
Programme in 2024/25 to encourage more people in Scotland to walk, wheel, or cycle
more often. Transport Scotland stressed the importance of aligning priorities with
regional strategies and focussed across four themes of: (i) active schools; (ii) active
workplaces; (iii) accessibility and inclusion; and (iv) capacity and capability building.
Nestrans received a grant of up to £1,797,667 for the programme proposals submitted
for the North East, which were successfully delivered thanks to the assistance of a
number of national, regional and local delivery partners. Details can be viewed on the
Nestrans website of the projects delivered through the People and Place Programme in
2024/25. The Regional Active Travel Network was completed, with work this year also
being funded via the People & Place Programme.

Nestrans also funded over £2.2million towards a number of pedestrian and cycle
infrastructure improvement schemes being developed and delivered by our constituent
Councils. A list of Nestrans funded projects is given at the end of this statement, but
this included the development and delivery of cycle paths and upgrade of footways,
improvements to the Formartine & Buchan Way and the installation of pedestrian
crossings.

The review and update of the original Active Travel Action Plan from 2014 was
completed and a new Active Travel Action Plan approved. Sustainable Travel grants
were provided to contribute to e-bike trials in Aberdeenshire; for showers, toilets and
changing facilities and bike stands at Camphill Wellbeing Trust in Aberdeen; and
towards local path and step upgrade works supported by Bervie Kids Club.

Developing the Rail Network (RL)

Nestrans continued to work with Transport Scotland, ScotRail and Network Rail to
ensure that the aspirations of the North East are taken into account in developing our
railways. Nestrans also continued to participate in the project delivery group for the
Aberdeen to Central Belt rail journey time and capacity improvements. The Aberdeen
to Laurencekirk multi-modal corridor study was progressed to Detailed Option Appraisal
stage and includes consideration of the feasibility for new stations.

Aberdeen Rapid Transit (ART)

The routeing analysis for ART has been completed. All ART work has been funded this
year through Aberdeen City Region Deal — strategic transport appraisal monies. Work
is nearing completion on the Strategic Business Case. The costs and risks associated
with both a Bus Services Improvement Partnership (BSIP) and a franchise approach
continue to be explored.



https://www.nestrans.org.uk/projects/people-and-place/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/RATN-Technical-Report-and-Appendices.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Nestrans-Active-Travel-Action-Plan-WebFinal.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Appendix-1_Aberdeen-Rapid-Transit-Network-Routeing-Analysis-Report-Final.pdf

Improving the region’s bus network (BUS)

Nestrans continues to be a member of the North East Bus Alliance. Nestrans funded
over £400,000 for bus shelter and various real time passenger information upgrades
throughout the region, including improvements to access to bus services on the A93 at
Crathes. Over £200,000 further funding was provided to progress the detailed appraisal
stage of multi-modal corridor studies on the A947 and A93 corridors and on the A90
south of Aberdeen to Laurencekirk. Nestrans also contributed towards the annual
maintenance costs and display upgrades for the regional real time passenger
information service.

Maximising the Benefits of Park & Ride (P&R)
Park & Ride information continued to be kept up to date on the Getabout website and
Nestrans again contributed to the cost of works at Ellon Park & Ride.

Managing Demand (MD)
Nestrans provided funding to Aberdeen City Council to undertake a Strategic Car
Parking Review.

Reducing Emissions from Transport (RE)

The Low Emission Zone (LEZ) for Aberdeen began to be enforced from 1 June 2024
and the Getabout website and social media were used to raise awareness and provide
information in advance. Studies commissioned by Nestrans and funded via Aberdeen
City Region Deal (ACRD) to assess the feasibility of mobility hubs and hydrogen
refuelling capabilities were completed and further support engaged to assess the
economic and technical feasibility of Battery Electric HGVs in the North East. Other
ACRD funded commissions include work to scope mobility hubs in Aberdeen and further
develop plans for a mobility hub in Ballater. Nestrans also provided funding towards
installation of electric vehicle charge points in Aberdeenshire.

Encouraging Behaviour Change (BC)

Travel planning support and active and sustainable travel continued to be promoted
through the Getabout brand along with promotion of road safety via the winter “Be Bright
at Night” campaign. The campaigns used a variety of social media, radio, billboard, bus
shelter and digital adverts across the region. The People and Place Programme also
provided a significant impetus towards supporting behaviour change through
encouraging more people to walk, wheel and cycle more often. Nestrans continued to
offer a Sustainable Travel Grant Scheme and a Community Sustainable Travel Grant
Scheme.

Nestrans contributed along with other Regional Transport Partnerships to the operating
costs of the Travelknowhow Scotland website and some bespoke travel planning
support for organisations in the North East. The licence for the Getabout car sharing
website was renewed with Mobilityways for 2024/25, but concluded at the end of March
2025.



https://www.getabout.org.uk/lez/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/NE-Mobility-Hubs-SBC_Final_Incl-Appendices.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Arup-Hydrogen-Refueller-Study-Final-Report-Apr-24.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Arup-Hydrogen-Refueller-Study-Final-Report-Apr-24.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/projects/people-and-place/
https://www.travelknowhowscotland.co.uk/

Maintaining and Improving the Region’s Transport Network (Ml)

Nestrans submitted a response to the documents published by Transport Scotland in
support of their review of plans to fully dual the A96 between Aberdeen and Inverness.
The objections to the Draft Orders for the A90/A937 Laurencekirk south junction
upgrade were resolved but required supplementary Orders for a new bridge at Oatyhill,
which were published in December 2024. Nestrans funded the upgrade of server
hardware for the Urban Traffic Control system that controls traffic signal sites on local
authority roads in the North East.

Aberdeen City Region Deal funding was used to complete the Detailed Option Appraisal
of options on the A90 and A952 corridors between Ellon, Peterhead and Fraserburgh
that was commissioned by Nestrans. Aberdeen City Council has also continued to
develop the preferred option to improve transport links to the new Aberdeen South
Harbour.

Facilitating the Movement of Freight (FR)

Nestrans continued to manage the piloting of E-cargo bikes purchased through a
previous Transport Scotland Low Emission Zone Grant to Aberdeen City Council.
Funding was provided through Aberdeen City Region Deal to commission specialist
heavy goods vehicles surveys on key strategic corridors and to commission a study into
the technical and economical feasibility of the transition to Battery Electric Vehicles
(BEV) Heavy Goods Vehicles in the North East and associated infrastructure
requirements.

External Air and Sea Connections (AS)

Nestrans continued to liaise with Aberdeen International Airport, Port of Aberdeen,
Peterhead Port Authority and Fraserburgh Harbour on strategic transport issues and
any opportunities relating to the Aberdeen Energy Transition Zone and Peterhead
Investment Zone.

Road Safety and Casualty Reduction (RS)

Nestrans’ Director continued to Chair the Road Safety North East Scotland partnership.
In addition to the “Be Bright at Night” campaign, Nestrans funded the purchase of bike
lights for distribution by Police Scotland and Aberdeen City Wardens to help support
positive engagement with those seen cycling without lights in winter months. Nestrans
also funded almost £250,000 towards the development of a junction improvement at
Shielhill and towards a number of prioritised road safety improvements on strategic
routes.

Improving Accessibility in Rural Areas (RU)

Nestrans contributed to the second of a two-year Rural Transport Officer post within
Aberdeenshire Council which concluded in February 2025. Officers also continued to
liaise with the Cairngorms National Park Authority on sustainable transport proposals
for the Deeside area. Further work has commenced to look at the potential for a network
of mobility hubs and points and to assess how this could be implemented across urban
and rural contexts.



https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/exhibition-materials-supplementary-draft-order-publication-virtual-exhibition-december-2024-a90a937-laurencekirk-junction-improvement-scheme/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/A90-A952-Detailed-Options-Appraisal-FINAL-ISSUED.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/North-East-Specialised-Goods-Vehicle-Counts-Final.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/North-East-Specialised-Goods-Vehicle-Counts-Final.pdf

Improving Access to Health (HE)

Nestrans has continued to contribute along with NHS Grampian to the cost of the Health
& Transport Action Plan manager post. The refreshed Health & Transport Action Plan
was completed and launched in February 2025. Nestrans has also continued to
contribute to the operation and promotion of the Transport to Healthcare Information
Centre (THINC) service. Nestrans also continues to collaborate with the national group
led by Public Health Scotland to share best practice with transport, health and planning
professionals.

The Affordability of Transport (AF)

The North East Bus Alliance continued to raise awareness of ticket types and payment
methods available to ensure the most cost effective ticket is purchased. The People and
Place programme has supported access to bikes, bike maintenance and storage. This
included the refurbishment of donated bicycles and those collected from household
waste recycling centres. These refurbished bikes are then provided at a reduced cost
to members of the public, or for free to those in need.

Improving Access to the Transport Network for All (AA)

The regional GrassHOPPER multi-operator ticket that enables travel by bus across
different operators within the region has continued to see growth in ticket sales and
number of trips made throughout the year. Work has also progressed in developing
mobile GrassHOPPER ticketing. Nestrans also continued to contribute along with other
Regional Transport Partnerships to the management and marketing of the Thistle
assistance website, cards and leaflets.

Planning and Designing Places for People (PP)

Nestrans officers continue to support Aberdeen City Council in various projects
associated with the City Centre Masterplan. This included over £300,000 of funding
towards the construction of the new streetscape for the Union Street central section.
The strategic regional Aberdeen Sub Area Model (ASAM) that Nestrans manages and
maintains has been used to support the preparation of Local Development Plan
Evidence reports and for input to appraisals for various transport studies.

Future Impact of New Technologies (NT)

Nestrans continues to work with Community Planning Partnerships, our constituent
authorities, Transport Scotland, and Universities to enhance skills and opportunities in
the transport sector.



https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Health-Transport-Action-Plan-2024-2029.pdf
https://thinc-hub.org/
https://thinc-hub.org/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/projects/people-and-place/
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/projects/people-and-place/
https://www.grasshopperticket.co.uk/
https://www.thistleassistance.com/
https://www.thistleassistance.com/

Partnership Working

Partnership working is of key importance in achieving the vision of the RTS, as most
projects require delivery by other organisations, particularly our partners Aberdeen City
Council and Aberdeenshire Council. Nestrans continues to collaborate with those
developing and delivering transport strategies and projects of importance to the North
East to seek to influence and prioritise this work to enhance travel options within the
region and improve connections to the rest of Scotland, the UK and beyond.

Nestrans is an active member of the Scottish Collaboration of Transportation Specialists
(SCOTS) and represented at the Executive Committee and Liaison Committee
meetings. The Transport Strategy Manager has continued to Chair the Transport
Working Group, and through this is influencing national approaches through its linkages
with CoSLA, and Transport Scotland. The Nestrans Director continues to be Chair of
the Road Safety North East Scotland Partnership.

Both the Director and Strategy Manager provide transport input to the Aberdeen City
Region Deal. Nestrans continues to manage a number of transport related
commissions that are funded via Aberdeen City Region Deal Strategic Transport
Appraisal and in the past year this has seen completion of the Detailed Option Appraisal
for the A90/A952 transport corridor linking Ellon to Peterhead and Fraserburgh. The
previously commissioned feasibility work for Regional Hydrogen Refuellers was
completed and following on from this, complementary work on Battery Electric Vehicle
freight charging requirements and hubs has been commissioned to explore market
status, risk and deliverability. The consultancy support to look at the feasibility of a
range of North East Mobility Hubs across sites within the region was completed and
further work commissioned into the potential for a network of mobility hubs and points
and to assess how such a network could be implemented across both Aberdeen City
and Shire, considering urban and rural contexts. Consultants have also been appointed
to prepare an Outline Business Case and progress the detailed design for a mobility
hub at Ballater. Transport information from the strategic ASAM model has been
provided to support the early stages of the preparation of Local Development Plan
Evidence Reports. Nestrans has worked with both planning authorities to commission
a cumulative impact assessment using ASAM to assess the transport impacts of both
emerging local development plans on the strategic transport network and to identify
mitigation options.

Nestrans has continued to contribute financially towards and be fully involved with both
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnerships. Nestrans also
engages in other groups/projects including the Regional Economic Partnership;
Aberdeen Net Zero & Adaptation Board; Climate Ready Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen
City and Aberdeenshire Health and Social Care Partnerships.


https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/A90-A952-Detailed-Options-Appraisal-FINAL-ISSUED.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Arup-Hydrogen-Refueller-Study-Final-Report-Apr-24.pdf
https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/NE-Mobility-Hubs-SBC_Final_Incl-Appendices.pdf

Projects

In 2024/25, Nestrans provided funding towards the following projects:

Strateqic Investment Programme

Active Travel:

A90 Ellon/Newburgh/Foveran — detailed design and land negotiation;

North/South Link to Inverurie Academy — Finalising design of a shared used footway;
Ellon Integrated Travel Town projects — contribution to design and construction of
various projects;

Kennethmont Footway — Land purchase and construction completed;

Formartine and Buchan Way — Fabrication of 7 timber bridge kits;

Alford to Montgarrie Shared use path — Design and construction of a path from Alford
to Montgarrie through Haughton Country Park;

River Don core path upgrades — Asphalt sections of path prone to flooding and
repair of steps;

Meldrum Meg Way — Contribution to construction of Inverurie to Lethenty Mill
Uryside path;

Portlethen Integrated Travel Town — Construction of shared use path to Portlethen
Primary, traffic calming, Muirend Road share use path and new refuge crossings;
Pedestrian Crossings in Aberdeenshire — New crossings on Station Road (East),
Mintlaw and Burghmuir Dr, Inverurie;

Craigshaw cycle route — Contribution towards final costs associated with the
construction of a segregated cycle track and parallel crossings;

Wellheads Drive cycle link — progressing landowner investigations and acquisition;
A944/A9119 Active Travel — development of preferred option and outline business
case;

A92 Murcar north active travel — Contribution to design development;

Denburn Restoration Project — Contribution to concept design and community
leaflet;

A96 Dyce Cycle Track — Contribution to design and land acquisition discussions;
Craibstone P&R to TECA — Feasibility study into quiet active travel route options;
Craigiebuckler Dr to Countesswells Ave Ph 2 — resurfacing access footpath to bus
stop and upgrade the extended dust footpath section

Cycle parking and maintenance stands in Aberdeen — Purchase of 10 maintenance
stands and installation of concrete bases for 8 of them.

Bus Improvements

RTPI E-paper Major Component Replacements — replacement of parts such as solar
panels, batteries etc to enable move to renewable energy/low powered displays;
High Spec Shelters at key strategic interchanges in Aberdeenshire;

A93 Crathes access to bus services improvements — Footpath widening, lighting,
bus stop infrastructure and pedestrian crossing facilities;

A92 Gourdon Bus Access — Design and Road Safety Audit;

RTPI E-paper battery powered bus stop flags/displays;

Installation of Bus Stops in Rural Areas — Stops installed at sites on Ellon Road,
Crimond and West Park Crathes;

A947 multi modal corridor study — detailed appraisal and outline business case;
A93 multi modal corridor study — detailed appraisal and outline business case;




Bus stop upgrades in Aberdeen — Installation of 14 new bus shelters;
South Aberdeen to Laurencekirk corridor study — Detailed Option Appraisal.

Park & Ride
Ellon Park & Ride — Contribution to phases 2 and 3.

Reducing Emissions
Electric Vehicle Charging Points in Aberdeenshire.

Road Network
Urban Traffic Control Hardware Upgrade.

Road Safety
A947 Road Improvement Strategy Actions;

General Road Safety improvements in Aberdeenshire - Improvements on strategic
routes.

Places for People
City Centre Masterplan Streetscape — Contribution to streetscape improvement
works on central Union Street.

Co-ordination & Project Development Programme

Active Travel Action Plan
Active Travel Action Plan Review — refresh of previous Action Plan.

Bus Action Plan

Purchase of timetable printer/plotter back up machine;

Contribution to Rural Transport Officer Post in Aberdeenshire Council;
Contribution to region wide Real Time Passenger Information annual maintenance;
Upgrade of 28” RTPI display templates across region.

Managing Demand
Aberdeen Strategic Car Parking Review.

Behaviour Change

Sustainable Travel Grant Scheme and Communities Sustainable Travel Grant;
Getabout safe and sustainable travel promotion and travel planning support;
Getabout liftshare scheme;

Car Club bay implementation and maintenance.

Road Safety
Road Safety North East Scotland Partnership — Purchase of bike lights for

distribution by Police Scotland and Aberdeen Traffic Wardens during winter months.

Health & Transport Action Plan

HTAP support manager post — (match funded by NHS Grampian);

THINC — contribution to operating costs of Transport to Healthcare Information
service.




