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INTRODUCTION

Nestrans’ Regional Transport Strategy, , was approved by the Minister for
Transport in November 2021 and adopted by the Nestrans Board as its position of strategic
transport policy for the next twenty years.

In September 2021, the Nestrans Board agreed that a monitoring framework would support the
Regional Transport Strategy (RTS). This framework set baselines for key indicators and
established targets (to both 2030 and 2040). Progress on key indicators is reported annually to
the Board so that policies can be tracked and in necessary, adjusted towards achieving the
targets.

PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report represents a streamlined monitoring report that provides a focussed update on some
of the key indicators and metrics. Whilst providing this important update, additional context on
progress and the role of Nestrans has been provided for each indicator/metric, demonstrating
our role in achieving improvements/targets. It is noted that due to reporting constraints, most
data is from 2024 or 2025, meaning whilst there can be a data led approach there is an element
of a time lag with some metrics offering a more up to date perspective than others.

SiIX HIGH LEVEL PRIORITIES

The RTS contains six high level priorities which indicate the “direction of travel” for strategic
transport policy. The six priorities are interlinked and are not in any order and reflect the
principles and key factors for change which the strategy will seek to influence. Each
indicator/metric within this report aligns with at least one of the six high level priorities, the main
priority has been identified, and the report is structured in the order shown.

Connectivity Rail Journey Times
HGV Journey Times
Bus Network — Punctuality &
Reliability
Road Casualty Fatalities in Road Traffic Collisions
Reduction Severities of Injuries
Pedestrians Killed or Seriously
Injured
RTS Key Cyclists Kil.led. or Seriously In.jured
Priorities Reducing Nitrogen Dioxide Concentration
Harmful
Emissions
(Aosocunge Moving towards Surface Transport Carbon
E?"‘:]E':S:x Net Zero Carbon | Emissions
Accessibility Transport Accessibility
Bus Satisfaction
Modal Shift Car Use & Traffic Reduction
Park & Ride Utilisation



https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Nestrans-RTS_PUBLISHED.pdf

RAIL JOURNEY TIMES

RTS Context & Background: A key priority of the RTS is improved journey efficiencies to enhance
connectivity, with a key part of improving efficiencies and reducing journeys time by rail (and
wider public transport).

Average journey times by rail are a key determining factor in choice for travelling by train and are
often currently perceived as being no quicker than driving to Scotland’s major cities. Although it
is recognised that connectivity is also affected by other factors, such as frequencies.

Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce has indicated that “a 60 miles per hour railway”
between Aberdeen and the Central Belt is necessary to make the north east attractive as a
business destination and make rail an attractive option for travel to and from the area. Distances
to Edinburgh and Glasgow are around 128 miles and 146 miles, respectively. Therefore, target
journey times would be in the order of 2 hours 8 mins (Aberdeen - Edinburgh) and 2 hours 26 mins
(Aberdeen to Glasgow), averaging 60 miles per hour for the journeys.

The Scottish Government are progressing work to upgrade the line from Dundee to Aberdeen in
alignment with previous commitments as part of the Aberdeen City Region Deal. This would
improve resilience, offer additional capacity and enable journey time reductions of 20 minutes
between Aberdeen and the Central Belt. Electrification, or other decarbonisation, of the railways
and new rolling stock, may offer improved performance and further journey time reductions.

Average Journey Times by Rail
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Figure 1: Rail Journey Times from Aberdeen to Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness (2019-
2026). Source: ScotRail Timetables

2026 Update: Figure 1 shows that average journey times within the region for connections to
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness remained largely unchanged over the last year.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: To deliver on the ambition for quicker travel by rail to the Central
Belt, there is a need to deliver on upgrading the line. Currently work is being progressed by
Network Rail on this, with the programme now being delivered through a phased process.
Currently progressing is Phase 1 (Dundee to Arbroath) and once this is delivered, it is envisaged



that Aberdeen to Glasgow will achieve an estimated 2hrs 28 minute journey time and Aberdeen
to Edinburgh a 2hr 12 minute journey time, making them close to the ambitions of the monitoring
framework.

Although Nestrans does not have a directrole in the delivery of the enhancements on the rail line
between Aberdeen and Dundee, there is a clear role as a key stakeholder. Nestrans must
continue to make the case for all phases of the project being delivered in order to see journey
time benefits, enhanced connections and more reliable services for the region.

HGV JOURNEY TIMES

Background & RTS Context: The nearest connection from the Nestrans region to the national
motorway network is at Friarton Bridge near Perth, some 86 miles from Aberdeen and 122 miles
south from Peterhead Port. Business and industry requires reliable and consistent journey times
for accessing major markets with this important for the connectivity of the region and for
economic prosperity, both of which are key elements of the RTS. The ambition is to see average
speeds improve for this journey which results in faster journeys times for HGVs. Improving
average speeds to 47 mph by 2030 would mean a journey time of 2 hours 36 minutes; an average
speed of 49 mph by 2040 would be a journey time of 2 hours 30 minutes.

Peterhead to national motorway network at Friarton Bridge, Perth (Estimate of HGV journey
time)’
Year Time Estimated Average Speed
2021 02:43 45 mph
2022 02:41 45 mph
2023 02:44 45 mph
2025 02:44 45 mph
2026 02:47 44 mph
Targets
2030 02:36 47 mph
2040 02:30 49 mph

Table 1: Estimated HGV Journey Time. Source: AA Route Planner

2026 Update: Since 2025, there has been a minor increase in journey time of three minutes with
it now estimated that a HGV can currently make the journey in around 2 hours 47 minutes an
average speed of 43.83 mph. It should be noted that the estimated journey time is calculated
based on a selected day and time, meaning variation can occur depending on when the search
is conducted.

The minor change in 2026 is likely due to current roadworks on the route which has increased
delay and it is deemed unlikely that this is due to a significant increase in traffic volumes along
the route or other factors. Furthermore, it is noteworthy in relation to this indicator that following
the Speed Management Review consultation in 2024/25, Transport Scotland announced plans to
begin to look towards increasing speed limits on single and dual carriageways for HGVs?.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Aberdeenshire Council, supported by Nestrans are progressing
the A90 / A952 Appraisal — Detailed Design Outline Business Case during 2026/27 with funding

" Car journey time from AA Route Planner plus 30 minutes to reflect estimate HGV journey time
2 https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/national-speed-management-review-update/



https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/national-speed-management-review-update/

being provided by the Aberdeen City Region Deal. Once delivered improvements would enhance
journeys from Peterhead to Aberdeen. Furthermore, funding to support freight and logistics
decarbonisation pathways and resilience has been allocated for 2026/27.

Logistics and transport is becoming increasingly impacted by the impact of the weather as more
extreme weather events impact the region. Therefore whilst, journey times remain important for
regional economic growth, it is key that we understand the critical infrastructure in our network
thatis vulnerable to weather disruption to ensure reliable journeys. During 2026/27 Nestrans will
provide funding to support national climate resilience work, this will be an important exercise to
build relationships and establish future targeted action in the region.

BUS NETWORK — PUNCTUALITY & RELIABILITY

RTS Context & Background: In order to encourage modal shift to public transportitis important
that services are punctual and reliable. Since the Covid pandemic, there has been changes in
travel patterns and behaviours that creates a dynamic environment in which buses now operate.
Alongside this, financial challenges continue to impact both local authorities and bus operators
in providing bus services within the region. Punctuality and reliability is a key cornerstone of
ensuring journeys are efficient within the region and it should be noted that one of the biggest
barriers to punctuality and reliability is congestion.

Working with the bus operators and both local authorities to improve the punctuality and
reliability is a key component of the RTS. Having a reliable bus service is critical to reduce levels
of uncertainty and anxiety for many when travelling, it is also critical in order to retain confidence
in the bus network amongst infrequent users.

Punctuality of Bus Services
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Figure 2: Punctuality of NE Scotland Bus Network. Source: ~ Table 2: Reliability of NE Scotland Bus Network. Source:
Provided by Operators Provided by Operators



2026 Update: This graph has not been previously included in the Monitoring Report but it is felt
that it provides important context on the performance of the bus network. Punctuality and
reliability are seen as important industry standard metrics to make sure bus operations are
functioning to a high standard.

It can be seen from Table 2 that reliability is strong with nearly 98% services running across both
operators across every period. First Bus performance regarding reliability has seen a minor
decrease across the most recent periods with city centre disruption a likely impact whilst
Stagecoach has seen a steady increase since afallinin 2022/23 across both punctuality metrics.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Nestrans continues to work in partnership with the bus operators
through the North East Bus Alliance and this forum allows both Stagecoach and First Bus to
express issues that are impacting their network performance.

ZERO ROAD NETWORK FATALITIES

RTS Context & Background: One of the key aims of the RTS is to reduce casualties in Road Traffic
Collisions. The national Road Safety Framework has a long-term goal of no fatalities by 2050 and
interim targets, including halving the number of road deaths by 2030, based on a 2014-18
baseline. The RTS goes further and looks to achieve zero fatalities on the road network as a norm
by 2040 with halving the number of road deaths by 2030 a shared ambition (based on 2014-18
baseline). In which the five year rolling average of casualties has generally reduced since 2014-
18 (baseline).

Fatalities in Road Traffic Colllisions, North East (2014-18 to
2020-24) & 2030/2040 Targets
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Figure 3: Fatalities in Road Traffic Collisions in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire against targets. Source: Reported
Road Casualties Scotland and Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Council Road Safey Plans

2026 Update: The five year average (2020-24) has seen an increase compared to 2019-23 due to
a 1.0increase in Aberdeenshire. The five year average for Aberdeen City casualties has remained



the same (2.2) compared to 2019-23. This increase can be attributed to the recent 2024 figures,
as there was a total of 15 fatalities across the region, the highest combined total since 2016.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Nestrans is a key partner in the Road Safety North East Scotland
Partnership and this forum will help to achieve the ambitious targets by ensuring collaboration
across the partners that brings positive improvements to safety across the road network. Work
is ongoing to identify workstream opportunities that maximise impact during 2026/27 building on
the successful Winter Road Safety Campaign in 2025/26.

REDUCED NUMBER OF CASUALTIES

Background: In line with reducing the number of deaths, it is also important to ensure that other
categories of casualty are reducing. Figure 4 below monitors casualties by category (killed,
serious and slight) and overall numbers have been reducing annually over many years. Most
notably dropping in 2020 and 2021 due to the reduced traffic volumes as a result of the
pandemic. The baseline and targets are based on the 2014-18 average (in line with Scotland’s
Road Safety Framework) and therefore do not reflect the lowest numbers during the pandemic.

Casualties in Road Traffic Collisions, 2014-2024 and 2030,
2040 targets
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Figure 4: Casualties in Road Traffic Collisions in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire against targets. Source: Reported
Road Casualties Scotland and Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Council Road Safey Plans

2026 Update: In 2025, the targets for 2030 and 2040 were adjusted, increasing our ambition as a
region in order to reflect that the targets within the RTS should be aspirational and far reaching.
The pandemic resulted in lower levels of traffic on the road network which had a directimpacton
the number of road casualties. In 2024, the number of casualties remained rather static with a
smallreduction of two across all levels of casualties. As noted above, there was arise in fatalities
in 2024, serious casualties (+9) marginally increased and slight casualties (-15) marginally
decreased.



Progress & Role of Nestrans: Through Road Safety North East Scotland, there is ongoing work
across partner organisations to address the contributory factors of slight, serious and fatal
collisions and to prevent further loss of life and injury on the road network. As detailed previously,
work is ongoing to identify workstream opportunities that maximise impact during 2026/27.

ZERO PEDESTRIANS KILLED OR SERIOUSLY INJURED IN ROAD TRAFFIC
COLLISIONS

RTS Context & Background: Since 2014, pedestrian casualty numbers had been reducing and
Figure 5 shows that progress was being made towards the 2030 and 2040 target. The 2030 target
is ambitious aiming to see a reduction by half in the number of pedestrians killed and seriously
injured based on the 2014-18 baseline. This goes beyond Road Safety Framework that indicated
a target of a 40% reduction. The RTS has a long term ambition to achieve zero pedestrians killed
and seriously injured by 2040.

Pedestrians Killed and Seriously Injured in RTCs
(2014-18 to 2020-2024)
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Figure 5: Pedestrians Killed and Serious Injured in Road Traffic Collisions in Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire against targets. Source: Road Casualty Statistics Scotland, October 2025

2026 Update: Pedestrian casualty numbers reduced significantly in 2020, partly as a result of
reduced traffic and a succession of lockdowns during the pandemic. However, the five year
average (2020-24) saw the first increase since the baseline was set. Regarding 2024 results, it is
worth highlighting that there was a 200% increase in fatalities with 3 in Aberdeen City and 3 in
Aberdeenshire. Serious casualties remained static across the region, with a minor increase in
Aberdeenshire and a minor decrease in Aberdeen City.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Through Road Safety North East Scotland, there is ongoing work
across partner organisations to address the contributory factors of slight, serious and fatal
collisions to prevent further loss of life and injury on the road network. As detailed previously,
work is ongoing to identify workstream opportunities that maximise impact during 2026/27.



ZERO CYCLISTS KILLED OR SERIOUSLY INJURED IN ROAD TRAFFIC
COLLISIONS

RTS Context & Background: A perception that cycling is unsafe is one of the major factors in
people being reluctant to cycle, even for short trips. To encourage more people to cycle and to
enable growth in cycling, there is a need to reduce the number and severity of collisions involving
injuries. Although the national Road Safety Framework indicates a target of a reduction of 20% in
the number of cyclists killed and seriously injured by 2030, based on 2014-18 averages,
Nestrans’ Regional Transport Strategy seeks to reduce those numbers further by half by 2030 and
to zero by 2040. Cycling casualty numbers have been generally reducing in recent years and
Figure 6 shows some progress towards an aim of zero deaths and serious injuries in the period of
the strategy.

Cyclists Killed and Seriously Injured in RTCs, North
East (2014-18 to 2020-24)
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Figure 6: Cyclists Killed and Serious Injured in Road Traffic Collisions in Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire against targets. Source: Local Authority Data

2026 Update: 2024 saw an increase in the number of cyclist casualties. Whilst this negative trend
is not good news, there were no cyclists killed in 2024 within the region. Looking at the five year
average (2020-24) this continues to trend positively for serious injuries down to 9.4, whilst for
reducing fatalities the average remains at 0.6 deaths per year across the most recent five year
period (2020-24).

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Through Road Safety North East Scotland, there is ongoing work
across partner organisations to address the contributory factors of slight, serious and fatal
collisions to prevent further loss of life and injury on the road network. As detailed previously,
work is ongoing to identify workstream opportunities that maximise impact during 2026/27.



REDUCING CONCENTRATIONS OF NITROGEN DIOXIDE

RTS Context & Background: One of the key aims of the RTS is to improve air quality, to ensure
that there are no exceedances of World Health Organisation (WHO) and Clean Air for Scotland
(CAfS) standards. Since 2001, Air Quality Management Areas have been declared in parts of
Aberdeen due to levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and Particulate Matter (PM10) exceeding
acceptable levels. These pollutants are primarily resulting from traffic. Monitoring Stations are in
place and concentrations of NO2 have been falling and are now within initial limit levels of 40
microgrammes per cubic metre, at all of the monitored sites. However, there are no “safe limits”
for such pollutants and the World Health Organisation have reduced the high-level target for
annual mean concentrations from 40 microgrammes per cubic metre, to 10 ug/m3. To this end,
it is important to understand NO2 levels in Aberdeenshire as shown in Figure 8 and progress
towards this target across the region.

Average Annual Mean Concentration of
Nitrogen Dioxide (Aberdeen City)
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Figure 7: Average Annual Mean Concentration of Nitrogen Dioxide, 2019-2024
(Aberdeen City Monitoring Sites). Source: Aberdeen City Council Air Quality Report
2025
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Figure 8: Concentrations of Nitrogen Dioxide, 2016-2024 (Aberdeenshire Monitoring
Sites). Source: Aberdeenshire Air Quality Report (2025)

2026 Update: Levels of Nitrogen Dioxide at Aberdeen City monitored sites® significantly reduced
in 2020, partly as a result of reduced traffic during the pandemic. However, the trend since 2020
has been mixed and therefore it is positive to see as an average across the six sites in 2024, a
lowest recorded total falling below 2020 levels. As a general trend, Figure 8 shows that Nitrogen
Dioxide levels are falling across Aberdeenshire®. However it should be noted that levels did rise
in Peterhead in 2024.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Encouraging behaviour change is important to improve air quality
as well as seeing a decarbonisation of vehicles regarding both public transport and private
transportation. The Nestrans budget for 2026/27 will see a significant proportion of the strategic
investment programme going towards sustainable transportation.

REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS

RTS Context & Background: The Scottish Government has committed to a net zero carbon
emissions target for Scotland by 2045. The National Transport Strategy highlights that transport
is the largest single emitting sector, contributing in the order of 36% of the country’s greenhouse
gas emissions in 2019 — around 9.6% of Scotland’s transport emissions were generated in the
north east. Nestrans RTS reflects the aim to contribute towards net zero and aspires to do so by
2040, in advance of the national target. Both Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeenshire Council
have committed to ambitious net zero targets.

3 Union Street, Market Street, Anderson Drive, Wellington Road, King Street & Erroll Park
4Inverurie (5 sites), Peterhead (2 sites), Westhill (2 sites), Ellon (1 site), Fraserburgh (1 site) —
Aberdeenshire Air Quality Report (2025) — Appendix D


https://www.scottishairquality.scot/sites/default/files/publications/2025-09/APR%202025-1.pdf
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Figure 9: Carbon Emissions from Surface Transport —2019-2023 and targets. Source: Department for Energy
Security & Net Zero — UK local authority and regional estimates of carbon dioxide emissions, June 2025.

2026 Update: According to the Department for Energy Security & Net Zero (UK local authority and
regional estimates of carbon dioxide emissions) in 2023, emissions from surface transport in
Aberdeen were 333.5kT CO, (33.96% of all emissions in the City) and in Aberdeenshire 588kT CO,
(36.56% of all emissions in the Shire). It is positive to see that the overall emissions have gone
down, although it is worth noting that for Aberdeen there was an over +1% growth in transport as
a total of carbon emissions across the city and a +4% increase since 2019.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Since transport itself will not be offsetting by contributing carbon
intake, the need for setting policies to get close to zero emissions are important. Similarly, since
aviation and maritime emissions are difficult to measure and will require national and industry
interventions to address, it is likely that decarbonisation of surface transport will take on
increased relevance.

Recognising that there will be a need to manage demand to reduce carbon emissions from
surface transport, Nestrans is progressing an update to previous work on road traffic reduction
in the region during 2026/27. There is critical role for local and regionally focused delivery to
achieve car use reduction to assist with national ambitions.

TRANSPORT ACCESSIBILITY

RTS Context & Background: The RTS aims to encourage use of public transport and an important
element of this is both the accessibility of the transport network and the accessibility of services.

Regarding bus connectivity, Table 3 shows the connectivity of the 17 Aberdeenshire academy
towns shows varying levels of connectivity, with a general trend of a decrease in accessibility the
further away from Aberdeen the town is.



Regarding rail connectivity, the north east is limited to just one line (Inverness to Aberdeen then
Aberdeen to the south) and just nine stations. It is a desire of Nestrans to increase the number of
stations in the north east, and to focus development within stations catchments, thereby
increasing the proportion of the population with access to the railway. We are also looking to
make the existing stations accessible to all. The opening of the station at Kintore in October 2020
meant that the total number of stations increased to nine and the accessibility improved to 44%
being fully accessible, from a 2019 baseline of 38%.

Bus Connectivity of Aberdeenshire Academy Towns (as of Q1 2024)

Laurencekirk

Fully accessible

Table 4: Railway Station Accessibility. Source: ScotRail

Service Centre or Town (ST) Operating Days | Buses per Weekday to ST

Aboyne Banchory 7 18
Alford Inverurie M-Sa 7
Banchory Aberdeen 7 29
Banff Fraserburgh M-F 2

Elgin 7 18
Ellon Aberdeen 7 51
Fraserburgh Aberdeen 7 23
Huntly Inverurie 7 23
Inverurie Aberdeen 7 30
Kemnay Inverurie M-Sa 19
Laurencekirk Montrose M-Sa 6
Mintlaw Peterhead 7 11
Oldmeldrum Inverurie M-Sa 17
Peterhead Aberdeen 7 32
Portlethen Aberdeen 7 42
Stonehaven Aberdeen 7 37
Turriff Aberdeen 7 22
Westhill Aberdeen 7 40

Table 3: Bus Connectivity of Aberdeenshire Academy Towns. Source: Aberdeenshire Passenger Transport Strategy
(April 2025)
Stations Accessibility
Huntly Partially accessible
Insch No step-free access to west-bound
platform
Inverurie Partially accessible
Kintore Fully accessible
Dyce Fully accessible. Overbridge with
lifts implemented 2014

Aberdeen Fully accessible to all platforms
Portlethen Partially accessible
Stonehaven Partially accessible

2026 Update: Nestrans will continue to make sure that there is engagement with the Place
Planning process as this progresses within Aberdeenshire to understand the connectivity




demands of the academy towns and their catchment areas. Regarding accessibility of railway
stations, this remains unchanged since 2025, but work continues to look to improve accessibility
across the stations and the transport network.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Recognising the connectivity concerns of the communities in the
Mearns area, a Stonehaven, Mearns & North Angus study was recently commissioned with
funding provided by the Aberdeen City Region Deal. Further connectivity work for the
Ellon/Peterhead/Fraserburgh corridor will take place during 2026/27. Regarding rail station
accessibility, work is progressing on Insch station during 2026/27 and officers continue to liaise
with Network Rail on Inverurie following the end of the funding from Access to All.

BUS SATISFACTION

RTS Context & Background: The RTS aims to encourage bus usage but access to a bus
service/bus stop is one of the key determinants of whether people will choose to use public
transport, if they have a choice. Satisfaction provides an understanding of how individuals
perceive their current provision of services and whilst overall journey satisfaction is provided in
Figure 10, bus satisfaction surveys collect a greater wealth of data which helps identify specific
issues across the region’s bus network.
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Figure 10: Bus Satisfaction. Source: Nestrans Bus Satisfaction Survey (2023) and Your Bus Journey Surveys
(2019/2024/2025)
2026 Update: Figure 10 shows that overall satisfaction remains largely unchanged compared to
2024 inthe 2025 Your Bus Journey Survey. However, what is notable is the jump in those reported
that they were very satisfied with their journey. This goes beyond the agreed 2030 target for this
metric but those satisfied dropped by the same amount meaning no change in the total
satisfaction in the region.



Progress & Role of Nestrans: The Your Bus Journey Survey is helpful in understanding regional
bus network attitudes. However, it is recognised the limitations of this data source as it is felt it
lacks interaction with the travel behaviours that take place across the region and the network
performance outwith the urban area of Aberdeen City. For this reason, Nestrans will look to
progress the completion of an updated survey in 2026/27 gaining feedback from both bus users
and non bus users. A key element of this work is understanding what the current barriers to bus
use are.

Key in instilling confidence in the bus network has been the introduction of Real Time Passenger
Information displays throughout the region and in 2026/27, Nestrans will support the system
development and maintenance which is delivered by Aberdeenshire Council on behalf of the
region.

CAR USE & TRAFFIC REDUCTION

RTS Context & Background: In 20189, total traffic in the north east travelled some 4.910 billion
kilometres, representing around 10.1% of all Scotland’s traffic. At that time, in Aberdeen, 1.568
billion kilometres were travelled and in Aberdeenshire 3.342 billion kilometres were travelled.
Cars were estimated to contribute around 75.7% of all traffic in the north east, constituting
approximately 3.72 billion kilometres driven —this forms the baseline for traffic reduction targets.
Commuting in the north east makes up over a fifth of journeys according to Transport and Travel
2024.
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Figure 12 - Proportion of People Driving to Work as Figure 11 - Car KM travelled by Local Authority Area, 2019 -
Main Mode, 2019-2024. Source: Scottish Household 2024. Source: Department for Transport
Survey Travel Diaries

2026 Update: As a result of the covid pandemic and resulting travel restrictions for much of the
year, car traffic in the north east declined during 2020. This was followed by a marginal increase



in 2021 and a trend that has continued since. Car traffic levels in 2024, was 1.238 billion
kilometres in Aberdeen and 2.316 billion kilometres in Aberdeenshire (a total of 3.554 bn km
across the north east). Regarding driving to work this remains at above 60% across the region
(68% in 2024) with the national average 61.6% both Aberdeen City (63%) and Aberdeenshire
(73%) were above that.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Nestrans officers are involved in a national Working Group on Car
Use Reduction Delivery, playing our role in putting forward the challenges the north east facesin
seeing a reduction in car use. As mentioned funding in 2026/27 is being used to progress an
enhancement to the work previously commissioned on car use reduction. This will help to inform
our dialogue with Transport Scotland colleagues and officers in the fellow Regional Transport
Partnerships as the importance/role of local and regional delivery for this is put forward.

PARK & RIDE UTILISATION

RTS Context & Background: The RTS sets out the need to maximise the benefits of our park &
ride sites of which there are currently 13 locations classified as park and ride sites across the
north east of Scotland. There are five bus-based sites (Bridge of Don, Ellon, Kingswells,
Craibstone and Newtonhill) and eight railway stations which act as rail-based park and ride sites
(Huntly, Insch, Inverurie, Kintore, Dyce, Portlethen, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk). Officers
conducted a one-off manual count in Q3 each financial year and this helps to provide an annual
snapshot of performance of all of the region’s park and ride sites.
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Figure 13 - Bus Park & Ride Counts 2019-2025 (North East Scotland) Source: Nestrans



RAIL BASED PARK & RIDE (2019 - 2025)
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Figure 14 - Rail Park & Ride Counts 2019-2025 (North East Scotland) Source: Nestrans

2026 Update: The 2025 count, produced a similar number of total cars across both the bus-
based and rail-based sites with some notable changes within this data. Of note is that previously
counting took place exclusively on Tuesday-Thursday given this is the peak commuting period.
However, Ellon was counted on a Monday and this resulted in a reduced count compared to both
2023 and 2024. Nestrans is aware that whilst the intention of these sites is that they are used for
Park & Ride often these locations serve multiple purposes within their localities.

Progress & Role of Nestrans: Park & Ride plays an important role in the region and helps to
contribute to traffic and carbon reduction. Based on the average spaces in use at each site, and
the destination assumed as being Aberdeen, across 2025 the 13 sites helped to save 11.64
million car kilometres by reducing car trip length, instead using sustainable transport into
Aberdeen.

In 2026/27, Nestrans will provide funding to support identification of improvements at Ellon Park
& Ride and Peterhead Bus Station alongside funding for maintenance at Kingswells Park & Ride,
collectively representing the Park & Ride investment as part of the strategic investment
programme. Work on Mobility Hubs will continue in 2026/27, recognising they play a similar role
to park &ride sites have done historically in reducing car trip lengths.



